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Helms {eels
1.8J knew
oi mail plan

By THOMAS PEPPER
: Wcsi:ir.gmBurecuofTheSun
Washington—Richare¢ il
Helms, former director of :he
Central Intellizence Agency.
said vesierday that ke thinks Se
told President Lyndon B. John- }
son about the CIA's illazal )
‘mail-opening program but ~zs
ino written record of naving
done so. '

3

| Mr. Helms also told the Sen-:
jate Select Commitiee on Intel-
iligecce Activities that he had
110 recollection of having told
iPresident Richard M. Nixon
about the program, although he
did explain it to Joha N. Mitch-
ell, Mr. Nizon's first attorney
eneral.

His statement abcut Presi-

"dent ‘Johnson was the first

suggestion of  prasidential
xnowledge of the 20-vear pro-;
gram to open and phciograph:
letters sent to and Tom Corn-
munist countries.

The Rockefeilsr cormmis-
sion, which investizated CIA:
domestic activities =n behaif of !
President Ford eariier this:
year, said it could fizd no evi-
dence that any president hadf
been told about the mail-open- |
ing program. :

Mr. Helms was zsked a se-
ries of questions about whether:
various postmasters gzereral,.
attorneys general or presicents:
ever knew the CIA was opening|
i first-class mail in violation of
’specific statutes  pronibiting.
such ocenings. L,

He said that, in trying to re-;
fresh his memory, he often|
thought he had mentioned it to!
President Johnson, probably in.
1967, but he had no specific’
record of having done so. :
“It's just a belief I had,” he
said. ) )
Asked whether he knew the
program was jllegal, Mr
Helms said at first that he was .
not a lawyer and that he had

.Spent his many years in the CI4
! ust trying o do a job the agen-
‘cy had been givén in the coid

#ar atmosphere o0f the 1940’s

and 1950’s—pamely, to protect

’
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the U.S. against foreign intelli-
gence operations.

Under further questioning,
he admitted that subordinates
2ad told him the program was
illegal.

Asked why he had not raised
this specific point with the pres-

.idents he worked for, Mr.

Helms said he knew the pro-
gram had begun when the late
Allen Duiles was CIA director,
and he assumed that, since
Dulies was a lawyer himsalf, he
nad made his “legal peace”
with the Jrogram.

Eariier, two former post-
masters general said they did
=6t consider the mail-opening
program necessarily illegal.

J. Edward Day, a postmas-
ter general in the Kennedy ad-
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ministration, said: “My feeling
then and now is that the CIA
had overall powers. The CIA is
and always has been something

very diffarent.”

Winton M. Blount, a post-
master gereral under President
Nixon, said he assumed the pro-
gram-—whaiever it was in de-
tail~was legal because Mr.
Helms had told him that Attor-
ney General Mitchell approved
of it.

But John A. Gronouski, post-
master general from 1963 to-
1985, s3id e never knew about
the program and would have
opposed it if he had.

An internal CIA memoran-.
dum made public by the com-;
mittee warned against tellingj
-Mr. Gronouski about the pro-
gram fcr fear he would put a

stop to it.
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